
Visit the Sister Cities Booth 
at the Santa Clara Art and Wine 
Festival, September 15th and 16th in 
Central Park. 

Bifanas Sandwich   $5.25
Lean pork marinated in wine and spices, 

served on a fresh roll

Lemonade   $1.50

Help Sister Cities send more students to 
Izumo, Japan and Coimbra, Portugal in 
2008 and 2009.
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Thank You to Laeres Patton
Santa Clara Sister Cities Association appreciates your dedication and hard 
work during your time on the Board of Directors.

As the Vice President of Coimbra, Portugal, you made a difference in the lives 
of many students by organizing their “opportunities of a lifetime.”

Board Openings
The Vice President for Coimbra, 
Portugal Board position is currently 
open. 

Volunteers are needed to help with 
fundraising, public relations and 
event organization. If you are 
interested in being a part of Santa 
Clara’s Sister City Association, 
please contact a Board member of 
come to our next board meeting, 
September 19th, at the City 
Manager’s conference room in City 
Hall. The meeting begins at 
7:00pm.

New Directors Elected 
to Sister Cities Board
Joining the Sister Cities Team 
in August are Elizabeth Hunter, 
Debbie Pavao, and Brian Lowery.  

Elizabeth Hunter, a graphic 
designer, teaches music and is the 
director of the popular Straw Hats 
Jazz Band. 

Debbie Pavao is the Vice Presi-
dent of the PTSA at Santa Clara 
High School. She has also served 
in other capacities within the 
SCUSD system.

Brian Lowery owns Acorn Com-
puter, a Santa Clara business He 
is also conversant in Japanese.

Board of Directors

Dancing in the Streets…
… with The Joe Sharino Band.  The third annual Street 
Dance held on August 3 at Franklin Mall had record 
attendance. Sister Cities raised more than $5,700 
to share with the Santa Clara City Cultural Advisory 
Commission.  Hold August 1, 2008 to join the celebration 
next year!

Welcome to Izumo!
Four Santa Clara high school students spent a part of their summer in Japan. One of the students, Nicholas 
Meagher wrote “I smiled to myself as I climb aboard the bus to Itami Airport. In a strange way…Japan feels like 
home.” Nicholas’ grandmother is from Okinawa and he studied Japanese for the last three years. When he started 
to speak Japanese during his trip he said “the words flowed out of my mouth like water from a rusty spigot.” Haidee 
Raygoza also traveled to Japan. She was impressed with the respect 
people had for each other and felt the family dynamics were similar to 
“Leave it to Beaver” from the 1950s. Colin Boyles received a rock star 
reception due to his uncommon blonde hair and his height.  Chic 
Avant, who is interested in fashion, was fascinated by the different 
colors and textures in Japanese clothing.  All of the students were 
invited back by their host families and are planning on returning.

“Opportunity of a Lifetime” 
Trip to Portugal
Many of the students who traveled to Coimbra, Portu-
gal for Spring Break called it an opportunity of a 
lifetime.  The eight Santa Clara high school students 
stayed with host families, saw famous sites including 

Fátima Francisco and the Santa Clara students visiting Coimbra.
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the Universidad de Coimbra which was once a castle, 
played on the beaches of Portugal and visited local 
schools. The students also met the Mayor of Coimbra who 
gave them a history lesson on the city. When the Santa 
Clara students visited a hospital for disabled kids they 
were amazed by the way the kids could play musical 
instruments.  

If you know of a student who would like to travel to Portu-
gal in 2009 please contact Andy Ratermann at Santa 
Clara Sister Cities Association aratermann@sbcglobal.net 
or by phone at 408-244-6397.

Annual Chicken 
Barbecue a Success
Many thanks to all those who 
turned out to making this 
event a hugh success.  The 
afternoon’s entertainment was 
provided by Santa Clara High 
School Brass Choir under the 
direction of Drew Erikson.

Sister City 
members John 
and Elise help 
cook chicken.

A round of 
applause for 
Santa Clara 
High School 
Brass Choir.


