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Success.

Mark Your Calendar for These Upcoming Events!
Sister Cities BBQ Potluck  Sunday, July 13th, 2008

President Annual Chicken BBQ

SCSCA Kudos

Lynn Hoang, our Izumo Director, has
created our new website. Please
Treasurer take a look! Thank you Lynn for your
very professional work.

Marilyn Benedetti, for accepting the
Treasurer position. We are extremely
grateful for the balanced budget in
March and wish her continued

Mayor Mahan, SCSCA Honorary
President, for opening up her home,
and the giving of her valuable time
and her heart to all our programs.

Senior Center

Friday, August 1st, 2008 Franklin Square

Sunday, August 24th, 2008 Elks Lodge

New Directors Elected
to Sister Cities Board

Joining the Sister Cities Team
in January are Carmen Pascal,
Director of Membership, and
Marilyn Benedetti, Treasurer.

Carmen Pascual is a Services
Coordinator for ESI Inc. and
recently moved back to Santa
Clara after living in Spain for the
last 5 years.

Marilyn Benedetti has been an
accountant in the Finance Depart-
ment with Hospira Inc. for the past
25 years. She has been with Sister
Cities for the past two years as a
volunteer extraordinaire.

News from lzumo!

Santa Clara Sister Cities was very proud to select Vi Vo and Estevan Ornelas as candidates for our Izumo Class of
2008. Vi is a senior and Estevan is a sophomore at Wilcox High School. On the morning of March 25th, Vi and
Estevan met their host exchange students, Momoko Esumi and Michiko Yamamoto, at the San Francisco Airport and
by the afternoon, all four students were at school studying! The exchange students were treated to a host of activi-

ties during their stay in Santa Clara and from what we have heard from
them, they enjoyed their time immensely. One of the highlights of their
trip was a visit to the Japanese Consulate in San Francisco where they
met the Consulate General, Yasumasa Nagamine. The students visited
the Monterey Bay Aquarium and Hakone Gardens and were treated to
many happy moments by their host families. Both Vi and Estevan
cannot wait to meet up with their exchange students in Japan this July!

(From left to right) Momoko Esumi, Michiko Yamamoto, Vi Vo and Estevan Ornelas

“Coimbra News.....
Students & Teachers Arrive From Portugal!

15 high school students along with guest teachers,
Isabel Cruz and Helena Carvalho, arrived from our

sister city in Portugal on March 7th for a nine day visit.

The students stayed in the homes of Santa Clara

Teachers Isabel Cruz and Helena Carvalho along with 15 student
delegation upon their arrival at San Francisco Airport.

students of similar age. During their stay in Santa Clara
the students experienced many wonderful moments,
including a tour of City Hall by Mayor Patricia Mahan, and
tours of both our Police and Fire Departments. Our
thanks to Santa Clara High School Principal Dave Grissom
and Vice Principal Greg Shelby, who helped prepare a tour
of the high school ‘California’ style. The teachers and
students seem to be particulary impressed with teacher
work rooms, student-teacher relationships, and the size
and layout of the campus. Our guests were also treated
to a Lip Sync Contest at the school.

Other special events organized for the Coimbra delega-
tion included a trip to 17-Mile drive in Monterey, and an
enchanting day at the Dreamworks facility in Redwood
City, generously organized by Laura Monteiro. At the
facility, the students ate pizza and watched the new movie
10,000 BC.” Teachers Isabel Cruz and Helena Carvalho
were also interviewed for Portuguese TV (28) along with
Santa Clara dignitaries Maria Jensen, Fatima Francisco
and Mayor Mahan.

Portuguese Potluck

a Hugh Success!

Many thanks to the Straw Hats
band who entertained our
visiting Coimbra students. Over
150 people attended this gala
event of international cuisine
and delicious desserts! It was
a wonderful start to their
weeklong visit!

Thank you

Straw Hats Band
for great
entertainment

Smiling faces from
our young
Coimbra students.

(left to right) Estevan Ornelas, Vi Vo, Michiko Yamamoto,
Momoko Esumi, Yasamusa Nagamine (Center)

Showcase of,Young Artists

The winner of this year’s art contest is
Johnny Chao, a sophomore at Santa Clara
High School. Johnny’s artwork was juried by
the Santa Clara Cultural Advisory Commis-
sion along with 33 other participants.

University Art
San Jose

408-297-4707
456 Meridian Avenue
San Jose, California 95126
www.universityart.com

We would like to recognize and thank
University Art for their generous donation of
$25.00 gift certificates to each of our
participants. All of the artwork is on display
at the Triton Museum until April 29th.

“Santa Clara” by Johnny Chao



